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crowd had flocked together, not to while away the
time around the prisoner, but to hear the word of God.
I do not think that Christian truths have ever been
preached in this country on an occasion so favorable,
for there were present some from nearly [31] all the
nations who speak the Huron tongue. The Father
Superior found him so well disposed that he did not
consider it advisable to postpone longer his baptism.
He was named Joseph. It was very reasonable that
the first one of this nation to be baptized should be
under the protection of this Holy Patriarch. We had
already received from God so many favors through
his mediation that we hope he will, some day, and
perhaps sooner than we think, obtain for us, from
this infinite mercy, admission to these Barbarous na-
tions, that we may boldly preach there the Holy Gos-
pel. This being accomplished, we withdrew from
his presence, greatly consoled, to take a little rest.
For my part, it was almost impossible for me to close
my eyes; and I noticed, as well as I could hear, that
during a good part of the night the Old Men of the
village, and some Captains who were guarding him,
conversed with him about the affairs of his country
and about his capture, but with evidences of good
will impossible to describe. In the morning, the
Father Superior again found means to speak a good
word to him, to remind him of the favor he had re-
ceived from Heaven, and to dispose him [32] to bear
his torments patiently. Then he had to leave us to
go to Zondakhra, which is a league from Arontaen.®
He took the road, well escorted, and singing as usual.
Now we took occasion to pay a visit to our home, to
say Mass and impart this good news to our Fathers.
On the same day we went to Zondakhra, where,



